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Get ready for a ruff, ruff ride! For early chapter book readers who are ready for something longer,
the Not-So-Impossible Tales are packed with humor, action, and illustrations on almost every
page. Far away, in a winter wonderland, an amazing sled race is about to begin. The winner can
make one wish, and it will magically come true! Two friends, Sika and Shen, want to win more
than anything. But all they have is a pack of yappy, yippy, pug puppies. Ten pugs can’t move their
sled. Even with thirty, it doesn’t budge. But what about . . . SIXTY-SIX? With a little bit of luck,
anything is paws-ible. “A madcap, magical blend of fluff and other good stuff.” —Kirkus Reviews,
starred review “Rich in humor and meaning both. Pug power!” —Booklist, starred review

"A madcap, magical blend of fluff and other good stuff.” —Kirkus Reviews starred review“With an
offbeat approach and beautiful, evocative language, this unusual, fablelike novel will appeal to
literary-minded teens.” —Booklist starred reviewAbout the AuthorPHILIP REEVE is the
acclaimed author of the Mortal Engines/Predator Cities series, the Fever Crumb series, and the
Carnegie Medal–winning Here Lies Arthur. He was born and raised in the seaside town of
Brighton and has been writing down adventures since he was five years old. You can learn more
about Philip Reeve at philip-reeve.com and follow him on Twitter at @philipreeve1.SARAH
McINTYRE has written and illustrated several picture books and comics for children. Sarah’s
delightfully over-the-top drawings and mischievous monkey illustrations brought her and Philip
together for the Not-So-Impossible Tales. You can learn more about Sarah McIntyre at
jabberworks.co.uk and follow her at @jabberworks.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved.One Winter came in the night, like a white sheet laid over the world. It came so
coldly and so fast that the waves of the ocean froze as they rolled. The good ship Lucky Star
froze with them, trapped tight in the suddenly solid sea. Shen, the cabin boy, the youngest
member of the crew, stirred in his sleep as the sounds of rippling and splashing faded into frozen
silence. He snuggled deeper under the covers, trying to keep warm. Into the silence came other
noises. First, the creaking of timber as the ice tightened its grip upon the old ship’s sides. Then
the voice of Captain Jeggings, bellowing, “All hands on deck!” The crew bumbled blinking from
their bunks. Able Seaman Bo; Mungbean, the ship’s cook; and Shen. They stumbled out on deck
and stared at the frozen waves, which reared up all around them. “Don’t just stand there!”
shouted Captain Jeggings, hauling an icy rope. “Get us out of here!” The rope snapped in his
hands with a sound like breaking glass. The Lucky Star groaned and quivered as the ice
clenched tighter. “What will we do?” asked Shen. But Captain Jeggings didn’t know. Neither did
Able Seaman Bo. Neither did Mungbean. They’d weathered storms and sat out still waters, but
they’d never seen a sea like this before. Creak. Crunch. Big tusks of ice pushed the planks apart
and pierced the Lucky Star’s sides. Slosh. Gurgle. Cold black water that hadn’t frozen yet came



swirling in. The ship sagged, and all the icicles that decked her rig- ging tinkled cheerfully. But
Captain Jeggings couldn’t see anything to be cheerful about. “The cargo!” he shouted. “We must
save the cargo!” All summer long, the Lucky Star had been cruising from port to port, selling this
and buying that. Two thousand chunky-knit sweaters from the Isles of Aran, a second- hand
snowmobile . . . and sixty-six pugs. Captain Jeggings had said those tiny dogs would sell like hot
pies. Now, down in the leaking hold, they let out a terrible howling as cold sea sloshed round
their paws. “The dogs!” shouted Shen. “We must save the dogs!” Mungbean and Bo went
running down the steep stairway that led to the cargo holds and came struggling back up with
crates of sweaters. Captain Jeggings hauled the snowmobile over the ship’s side. Meanwhile,
Shen turned over the boxes where more pugs were sleeping. The tiny dogs raced up on deck
and jumped off the Lucky Star ’s sides onto the ice. Shen had heard people talk about rats
leaving a sinking ship before, but he’d never heard of pugs leaving a freezing one. There’s a first
time for everything, he thought. He dragged the sack that held their leashes and harnesses up
onto the deck and threw it after them. The Lucky Star shuddered again, squeezed in the teeth of
the ice. Planks popped out of the deck. The mast trembled like a chopped tree. Captain
Jeggings shouted as he jumped over the side. But Shen had thought of something else that
needed to be saved. “The dog food! It’s still on board!” “It’ll have to stay there, then!” yelled Bo,
jumping down onto the ice with Mungbean. Shen passed the smallest of the pugs down to them,
then jumped after them. With a final heave, the ice crushed the old ship flat. Shen and the pugs
stood and shivered, while Captain Jeggings and the others got the snowmobile ready. Its engine
coughed and snarled as they started it up. Into its trailer they piled the crates of cargo—but there
was no room for the dogs. “We can’t leave them behind!” wailed Shen.“Well, we can’t stay here
with them,” said Captain Jeggings. “This ice might melt as quickly as it came, and then where
would we be? Way out at sea without a ship under us. Awkward!” (He had told Shen that the
sixty- six pugs would sell like hot pies, but he meant that they would sell in hot pies—his aunt ran
a pie shop at home, and she was always looking for new ingredients. They were by far the least
valuable bit of his cargo, so he had decided to leave them behind.)“Maybe they’ll follow us!” said
Shen. He climbed aboard the snowmobile with Bo and Mungbean and the captain. “Come on,
doggies!” he called to the pugs. The dogs looked up at him, heads to one side. Their hot breath
steamed and smoldered in the cold air like the breath of sixty-six tiny dragons. The snowmobile
set off with a roar. The tower of crates in its trailer teetered and swayed as the snowmobile
weaved its way be- tween the frozen waves.The pugs sat where they were and watched it
go.“Come on!” shouted Shen. But they didn’t seem to understand. “Wait for me, Captain!” he
yelled, and jumped down off the snowmobile. The frozen waves were slipperier than hills of
glass. He slithered over them, back to where the pugs sat, and when they saw Shen coming,
their tails began to wag and they ran to meet him. “Come on, doggies!” he said, patting sixty-six
small round heads and getting licked by sixty-six small rough tongues. “You’ve got to follow
Captain Jeggings. . . .” But when he turned to look for the snowmobile, it was nowhere to be
seen. Either Captain Jeggings hadn’t heard when Shen shouted for him to wait . . . or he had



decided that Shen and sixty-six pugs weren’t worth waiting for.Read more
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delicateflower152, “Another Winner from Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre .... Philip Reeve’s
“Not-So-Impossible Tales” are delightful adventures in imagination and absurdity. His most
recent book, “Pugs of the Frozen North”, is slightly less comical and does address some serious
topics. This story, like Reeve’s others, also place emphasis on self-reliance and the importance
of friends and family. To lighten the tone of the story, it incorporates an imaginary character that
will play a critical role in resolving Shen’s - the main character – dilemma and some humorous
secondary “real” characters.When the “Lucky Star” becomes trapped in a frozen ocean, Captain
Jeggings orders the crew to abandon ship. Ordered to save the cargo consisting of sixty-six pug
dogs, Shen ultimately becomes responsible for their welfare. Abandoned by the Captain, Shen
and the pugs traverse the frozen sea and eventually reach a village. There he meets Sika, a girl
who tells him they are experiencing a magical “once-in-a-lifetime” winter. He learns of a race to
the North Pole where the Snowfather lives. He will grant a wish to the winner; Sika wants to win
so she can wish for her beloved grandfather to live and see another “once-in-a-lifetime” winter.
Shen volunteers himself and the use of the sixty-six pugs so Sika may enter the race. Their
adventures and the lessons they, along with the other race entrants, learn make this story
entertaining while still teaching some valuable lessons.In “Pugs of the Frozen North”, Philip
Reeve and Sarah McIntyre have given readers a book filled with humor, exciting situations, and
very relatable characters. The cartoon-like, but not cartoonish, illustrations add to the one’s
overall reading experience. Through use of the cartoon-style and a limited three-color format of
the illustrations – green, black, and white – the fantasy aspect of the story becomes even
stronger.The two have done an excellent job presenting situations and concerns many children
experience. While fantasy and imaginative fictional characters fill “Pugs of the Frozen North”,
the actual topics addressed are familiar and relevant. Fear of abandonment and disaster, and
the need for family and friends are important to the target age group. Lessons involving
cooperation and teamwork are presented without becoming didactic.“Pugs of the Frozen North”
is written so well that adults can enjoy the story and not find it cloying or juvenile. The language
is not “dumbed down”, but neither is it so complex as to discourage young readers. The story
and its plentiful pictures are engaging enough to interest preschoolers to whom parents read
bedtime stories.  This is another winner for Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre.”

Sharon Sprouse, “Great fun. I love Phillip Reeve. My dad and I read Science Fiction together
when I was growing up but somehow we missed him. Maybe at that time (long ago and far
away) he was not published in the USA? All of the books that I have read so far are fantastic.
This one might be for kids but it shows his wonderful sense of humor and is a wonderful
adventure for adults as well as kids. Just like Harry Potter is. I urge all of you to read not only
this story but all his works. Some: like the ones about the Traction Cities and the Railhead series
are more serious but others are seriously tongue in cheek humor. I have just discovered Mr.



Reeve but am very glad I did. Marvelous man. I don't know if he is still alive but I hope so. He
needs to write more stories. They are rich in character development and in the descriptions of
the places, machines and other devices in the story. You can get a complete picture of the world
in which you find yourself with each story. Thank you Mr. Reeve for giving us such marvelous
stories.”

FL Esq., “Original, funny and quick read. My 8 year old read this as a Sunshine State book for
school. She said she didn't really like it but couldn't explain why. After I read it we talked about
the book and she certainly remembered many funny details ("Yeti Spaghetti - too obvious") and
seemed to enjoy discussing it. I think she may have been disappointed that the dogs aren't
really the focus of the story. I found the book to be imaginative and fun, with good lessons about
teamwork, hard work and honesty.”

Jennifer Birchett, “A Masterpiece.... I love it when a great author and a great illustrator come
together! I bought this book on a whim because I thought my 9 year old would love a book about
a bunch of pugs. It was easily one of the best books we ever read together and we've read A
LOT of books. The illustrations are gorgeous... the writing is so incredibly creative. We read this
one FAST even though it is about 211 pages. If your kids like adventure stories, ships, Krakens,
Yetis, adorable pugs in sweaters... they will love this book.”

kelly, “Pugs rule!. Pugs are amazing critters that can do anything they put their minds to!”

Lori Secrist, “Pretty good. I liked the book and it was an adventure from the first page. I loved the
different animals the author made up to pull the sleds and sleigh. Also, I liked how each
character had their own personality and how you knew all their thoughts”

Melanie, “great story. Cute book. Strange names in the book. Shen? Sitka? On Po of ice...... cute
story line and my 8year old can read it with help with some of the strange names. A chapter a
night, and he keeps wanting to read more.”

LollySue, “Fun book! This is one of my son's (9 .... Fun book! This is one of my son's (9 years
old) favorite books! The writing and characters are amusing, and there are lots of fun
illustrations.  It's nice to have a book that will keep the interest of a young, but advanced reader.”

Jo Clarke, “A thrilling and exciting adventure!. The ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ is another terrific
tale from the incredibly talented Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre. Our intrepid duo have already
brought us two fantastic adventures with ‘Oliver and the Seawigs’ and ‘Cakes in Space’ and this
book is as equally brilliant.Our story begins when a deep winter appears overnight and Captain
Jeggings and his crew suddenly find themselves trapped in a sea of ice and have to abandon
ship. Shen, the cabin boy is left behind all alone, well apart from having 66 pugs for company.



Shen sets off to find the rest of the crew and stumbles upon a town Snowdovia and a girl called
Sika who persuades him and the pugs to take part in ‘The Great Northern Race’. Sika wants
to win the race so she can meet the Snowfather and make her one wish come true to make her
Grandpa well again.The line up of the race participants, resembles the cast of the Wacky Races.
We have the dastardly Sir Basil Sprout-Dumpling, the glamourous Mitzi Von Primm, the scientific
Professor Shackleton Jones and the nature loving Helga Hammerfest. As the starting pistol is
fired it looks like Shen and Sika will be the underdogs as they set off on their arctic mission. As
they journey north through they encounter lots of strange and magical beings including the
octopus like Kraken, greedy trolls and noodle loving Yetis. Despite the best efforts of the
conniving Sir Basil and lots of hazards that get in their way Shen and Sika finally reach their
destination the icicle palace of the Snowfather. But will they manage to have a happy ending and
have their wishes come true, you will have to read to find out more! This book is a sheer delight
and is a truly brilliant collaboration between Philip and Sarah. The illustrations are sublime,
expressing perfectly the personalities of all our characters. It is full of humour, charm, heart
and tension as we journey along with our fearless and generous duo. It is also packed full of
fabulous details such as the fifty different types of snow which are an intrinsic part of a ‘True
WInter’, which made it a total joy to read. I found myself so caught up in this exciting adventure
that I really didn’t want it to come to an end. I really recommend that you join them on their
adventures as I know you will truly have the ride of your life.”

Mrs Colothan, “What a brilliant book! Some reviews from my class.... My Year 3 class have had
so much fun reading Pugs of The Frozen North. We think all other children will enjoy this book.
Here are a few of their reviews:This is a humorous book. It also has a lot of pictures. I love the
book because it is funny and it has a lot of pictures (from Joseph).There are 66 pugs and a boy
called Shen and a girl called Sika and they have a race against some other people to the top of
the world. What I liked most is that you can turn snow into anything you want as well as the
noodle bar with yeti! (from Daniel).It is about 66 pugs and two humans names Sika and Shen.
They raced against Helga Hammerfest and Shackleton Jones. They raced to the top of the
world. My favourite part was when they built their own things that they love and enjoy doing. Find
out if they won! I loved the illustrations.  (from Niamh).”

D. P., “Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre are brilliant!. This is the kind of book that can read aloud
to your child and you both have fun and it's equally a brilliant read to be enjoyed on your own. It's
brilliantly well written, has an rich vocabulary and the drawings are so full of details that makes
worthwhile having a little pause to admire the pictures. Both my daughters, ages 6 and nearly 9,
enjoyed reading and in fact they made me buy all the books written together by Philip Reeve and
Sarah McIntyre. And just bought one more to give as birthday present!”

Kim Kennedy, “Delight to read and wonderfull illustrations too!. being a pug fan and a mama of



one very bad behaved pug called Riley, I saw this promoted on facebook by a fellow pug papa,
so when it was mentioned I had to have it! Yes I am over 21, and nuts about pugs, But I enjoyed
this ! The Pictures that where on every page , clearly featured all of the pugs personality's with
their snuffs and snores and their tenacity when fighting a foe! The tail was engaging and very
touching. I know I am a sop for pugs , but if you are addicted to them this is for you. If you what a
lovely entertaining and beautifully illustrated book fro that little 5 year old this is for you, I just
hope that the pugs mentioned will all have another adventure soon and if so I will buy it!”

Victoria B, “Gorgeous illustrations, funny gripping story. My son loved this book and it was a
pleasure to read it to him. There are wonderful illustrations on almost every page and the story is
a wonderful tale of adventure. The story involves a race to the north pole and many different
types of snow - some amusing, some scary! I've been craving yeti noodles ever since reading it!”

The book by Philip Reeve has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 672 people have provided feedback.
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